[Benzodiazepine receptors during various treatments of alcohol withdrawal].
Drugs most commonly used in the treatment of alcoholic withdrawal are antianxiety agents, namely benzodiazepines. Some similarities may be found between the mechanism of action of such active principles and that of alcohol at the GABAergic transmission level. In mice with physical dependence, in vivo binding of [3H]-RO 15-1788 to central benzodiazepine receptors increases during the initial period, but then tends to taper down to its basal value in the course of withdrawal. Neurochemical treatment with alpha-adrenergic drugs or with agents than can stimulate serotonergic transmission, as opposed to meprobamate therapy, promotes faster recovery of basal levels. In man, these data may be referred to decreased benzodiazepine consumption in the course of alcohol withdrawal. The results suggest that both noradrenergic and serotonergic treatments may be associated with significantly lower risks for newly induced benzodiazepine dependence.